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| slept and dreamt that life was joy.
| awoke and saw that life was service.
| acted and behold, service was joy.
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But, | have promises to keep.
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The Theatre of the Absurd has become mach-phrase, much used and much abused. To use the
expression "that's absurd' brings with it an automatic negative judgment and feeling that all
further discussion is thereby closed. There is no organized movement, no school of artists, who

. claim the label for themselves. The playwrights concerned seeks to express his own personal
vision of the world. Some of the most successful dramatists have been much influenced by the
“so-called' theatre of the absurd. It is uncertain who invented the phrase but the kind of phrase it
suggests began in France with the strange works of Eugene Ionesco and Samuel Beckett. When
their play first appeared on the stage they puzzled and outraged most critics as well as audiences.
These plays flout all the standards by which drama has been judged for many centuries. There
~ fore, they must appear as a provocation to people who have come to the theatre expecting to find

what they would recognize as a well-made play.
Before the 20th Century the dramatic was eminently logical and rational. It aimed at

providing spectators with an authentic picture of their world. But when the fore bearers
recognized that the world was in a state of chaos they aimed at constructing meaning out of that
chaos, at creating order out of disorder, at giving shape to what is shape. The New ' Theatre of the
absurd' overturned twenty five centuries of tradition by rejecting all rules and by facing the chaos

Bead-on.
The absurd dramatist is distinguished by certain attitudes-towards life and towards drama. It

life as meaningless and chaotic. It mixes fantasy and fact, thus projecting a ' nightmarish'
ges of life. It seems more concerned with subconscious depths than with surface realities. It
s not at explanation, but at present. It breaks dramatic conventions. There fore, terms like
sedy, tragedy, character, conflicts do not apply to it. There is no hope but there is futility and
despair. Hence, there is struggle in the mind. In Shakespeare's plays there is hope. The
acters of his plays are great. They struggle and fight till the end of life. While in absurd plays

is no hope. There is futility and utter despair and struggle in the mind.
Absurd means inharmonious, out of harmony with reason and propriety. Absurchty in

= means an aburdity arising out of recognition of, and revolt against the irrationality of

's existence or man's futility for the quest of happiness with the result that ' God is dead.'
Absurd drama presented an utterly pessimistic view of life; of the human situation. It portrays

& #ecayed world, a world apparently devoid of hope or transcendence, but it is a world in which
w_zllis not yet lost. There is an under current of hope and optimism. There is still the hope for

swour or redemption.
-<.rd drama depict characters in absurd situation-world devoid of god or entirely decayed.
limmer of hope for the man who strives to meet the aburdity of his condition full in the

~2ad of submitting to it. Albert Camus in his ' Plague' is at pains to state that any form of
32



collective suffering, imposed on innocent victims in which children and the old are not sp. -

also absurd.
"Existence preceeds essence."
It means that man first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up in the world, and -

himself afterwards. Man is nothing else, but that which he makes of himself. However exi--
is prior to essence. Man is responsible for what he is. For Sartre, the starting poir

existentialism is Destoeysky's statement that-
'If God did not exist, every thing would be permitted.’ There is no determinism. Man is fre=

‘We are left without excuse. Man is condemned to be free because he did not create himself. Yet &
nevertheless at liberty, and from the moment he is thrown into this world, he is responsible S
everything he does. Abandonment implies that we ourselves decide our being and with s

Abandonment goes Anguish.
Although Absurd novels and plays do depict characters in absurd situation in a wos

apparently devoid of god or entirely decayed, there is glimmer of hope for the man who strives
meet absurdity of his condition full in the face instead of submitting to it. Neither absurd fictios
nor absurd plays smacked of or suggests pessimism, nor did they bewail of man's futile pursuite

peace and harmony.
They do not boast of a logically constructed plot, with sequential beginnings, middles am

ends. It would be futile to expect these plays to display any subtlety of characters, in fact most @
them are, more often than not without recognizable characteristics. The dialogue consist o

incoherent blabber and purposeless character. The plays never present a conflict of any type.
The age old highly effective method of the traditional theatre is that, the audience tend &

identify themselves with the characters on the stage. The hero, if the central person is to be calle
by that name in absurd drama, is inferior in power and intelligence to ourselves. We look down o=
him as he walk along in self-satisfied way on the scene of bondage, frustration, decay a
absurdity. He is usually a tramp, a criminal, a decrepit of man or a prisoner who has no will of b

own and who comes from the muck heap of humanity.
When Bully Bottom is made to wake up with an ass's head on his shoulders in

Midsummers Nights Dream it is part of the comic situation, and Bottoms subsequent actions ang
utterances always evoke hilarious laughter. An equally ludicrous situation is presented by Frans
Kafka in his 'Metamorphosis' -Gregor Samsa awakes one morning form uneasy dreams to finé
himself transformed into a gigantic insect. This transformation is not part of a comedy, nor is #
meant to evoke mirthful laughter. It points to the degradation, isolation, alienation, of the falle
state of man. Similarly, when the entire population of a town is turned into a heard of ragging.
trumpeting rhinoceroses in Ionesco's play ' Rineceroses', we are shown the helpless, degradui-_
condition of man who follows the mob in a world devoid of values, hope and a transcendental
being. The post metamorphoses actions of Geregor and Berenger's puzzle in the face of the
transformation of the town, far from evoking laughter in us, represents a situation wherein
absurdity of the human condition is sought to be brought home.




Again when K of Kafka's "Castle" goes to a village and spends his days in endless and
ently futile quest, it is indicative of the helplessness of man in a decayed world where man's

existence seems to have no more meaning or purpose.
Albert Camus in his 'Outsider’ depicts how hero leads a passive, sordid life absolutely

oncerned about the going on in the world until he is "stabbed into awakening", when he comes
ace to face with death and how he welcomes death as an end to abusrdity that he is facing. Butin'
The Plague' he depicts the real answer to the absurd through the charcter of Dr. Rieux who not
faces the absurd drama express this conviction. Samuel Beckett's ' Waiting for Godot'
khough portraying a decayed world, devoid of hope or faith gives out the hope that all is not lost.
[he two tramps are willing to wait indefinitely for the arrival of Godot (wherever this mysterious,
sgmatic characters may be) in the hope that his arrival might mean a warmer bed and a better
for them.
'Endgame’ ends with a sign of hope and regeneration in the arrival of the child looking at his

To sum up therefore, this study aims to show that despite the apparent absurdity that these
arks prominently display and depict, they are not entirely manifestoes of pessimism. In other
ords beneath the surface of pessimism, helplessness, degradation and decay, there lies a deep
erof hope and perhaps transcendence.
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Lecture on HIV / Aids Dr. Naresh Dhanavi

Basic Knowledge regarding Blood, Eye and body

Blood grouping Camp Lecture :
HIV / AIDS Talk.

Blood Donation Camp & Lecture on

Thalassemia/Sickle Cell

Honor Conferred by Guj. State Council for B.Com
Transfusion Health & Family welfare Department,

Gujarat Government for 17 times Blood Donating (O+ve)
to Prof. Mina R. Desai




U.G.C. Sponsored, One day State Level Seminar
On
Indian Women Novelists in English 07-08-09

Inauguration Function -
Inaugurator : Dr. E.V. Ramkrishnan (H.O.D. V.N. S.G. Uni., Surat.)

Arudhati Roy's Booker Prize Winner Novel The God of small things
Dr. E.V. Ramkrishnan (H.O.D. V.N. S.G. Uni., Surat.)

Mahasweta Devi's Mother of 1084 - Principal Dr. R.R. Mehta

Love, Marriage, Sex and Self

perceived by the women characters of Shashi Deshpande in her novels.
Prof. Sonal Vaidhya Kulkarni

16 Papers were presented by participants.

U.G.C. Sponsored one day State level seminar in Sanskrit.
On Poetics and Literary Cristicism 20-09-08

Inauguration Function -
Inaugurator : Prof. Dr. Rajendra Nanavati

(Emiritus Proffessor, M.S. Uni. Vadodara)
Difference between Eastern and western poetics. -

Prof. Dr. Rajendra Nanavati
Saundaryabodh in Karnabharam - Prof. Dr> Ajitsinh Thakor

(H.O.D. S.P. Uni. Vallabh Vidhyanagar)
Contribution of Acharya Hemchandracharya in Poetics- A Study

Prof. Dr. N.C. Patel (Mahila College, NVS.)
Prayukta Ras Siddhant in Swapna Vasaddattam

Prof. Dr. Bhavana N. Solanki M.T.B. Surat
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Archetyatal Criticism in an East - West perspective
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NAAC Sponsored Seminar
On
Role of IQAC in identifying Best Practices 29, 30 November, 2008

29-11-08

Inauguration Function

Role of IQAC in identifying best practices
Assessment of Role of Teacher

in Quality Assurance

Teachers Participation in Quality Assurance

Teacher A Dynamic Innovator Since Ages

Role of Innovative Practices in bringing
maijor reforms in the under graduate Courses
Value Adding Student Services and Quality

Assurance in the system of Higher Education
Students as Quality Stimulizers

Students participation in Quality Assurance
How to maintain IQAC Annual Report &
ambiguaus section of Report (Role of IQAC
in identifying best practices)

Best Practices in Higher Education

Quality Education Challenges and Remedies

IQAC A Cyclic Improvement Approach
Towards a culture of Quality

English language teaching

Hierarchy in Higher Education in Indra & Role
of IQAC

Extention work in colleges

Role of IQAC in identifying Best Practices

in Education and Student

TRM an Indispensable Tool for Quality
Management in Educational Institutions

Need of Qualitative changes in Higher Education

Various aspects of IQAC

College Library Interface between Institution
& Society

External & Internal Quality Factors Associated
with Quality Education

ARIgT HERRI Ya Mage(]

ARl vigai Renelol eofled)

Role of IQAC in identifying Best Practice

Trustee Prof. Dr. Arvindbhai Desai

Prof. Dr. Pankaj Hiradhar Ex. Dean of CDC
Prof. Hormaz Patel

S.P. C.B. College of B.A. Udhna

Prof. Paras Trivedi

Arts & Science College, Bharuch

Prof. Marji Hathi

Womens Arts College, Ahmedabad

Prof. Amarendra Pandey.

V.N. Patel Institute of Business Management
Principal Dr. V.D. Naik

S.P.B. Commerece College, Surat.

Prof. Bharti Dave

M.P. Arts & Com Mahila College, Ahmedabad.
Prof. S.R. Patel

S.P.C.B. College of B.A. Udhana

Pri. G.S. Roa Guj. Comm. College, Ahmedabad.
Prof Arun Naik

Arts & Comm College, Chikhli

Prof. Dr. J.U. Patel

Arts & Comm College, Chikhli
Prof. Dr. K.R. Thakor

Navyug Comm. College, Surat.
Prof. Ritu Agrawal

Arts & Comm. College, Amroli
Prof, Dr. Symond

Prof. Mukesh Modi

Prof. Darsa Thakor, Comm. College, Valsad
Prof. Lipsa Adhvaryu, Arts & Comm. Chikhli

Prof. Rudri Purohit

Prof. Dr. M.V. Joshi .
HOD of Economics Saurashtra Uni.

Dr. Kamal Mehta, HOD of English, Saurashtra Uni.

Prof. N. Padma Sp. B. Surat.

Prof. Sejal Desai

Arts & Commerce College, Amroli.
Prof. Arun Naik

Arts & Commerce College, Chikhli
Prof. Smt. Chaya P. Shah

Dhelani College, Sawarkundla
Prof. Dr. H.A. Hasan

Arts & Commerce College, Dahod.
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SHRI M.R.DESAI ARTS
&
E.E.LAHER KOSADIA COMMERCE COLLEGE, CHIKHLI,
PIN 396 521. DIST. NAVSARI

GYMKHANA ACCOUNT

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED ON 31/03/2009

Particulars Amount | Particulars
Activity Expenses 20745.00 Alumni Account
Cultural Activity Expenses 6728.00 Bank Interest
Debate Activity Expenses 1280.00 Gymkhana Fee
Dr Bharatraj Nila Prize Expenses 9988.00
Magazine Expenses 330.00
N.C.C. Activity Expenses 9610.00
Sahitya Sabha Expenses 250.00
Sports Expenses 52616.60
Tour Expenses 369.00
Excess of Income Over Expenses | 117164.40

219081.00

BALANCE SHEET AS ON 31/03/2009

Liabilities Amount Assets
Dr. A.K. Tai Award A/c. 8001.00 | Cash-in Hand
Dr. A.K. Tai Prize Alc. 3825.80 | Dena Bank A/c. No. 469
Dr. Dhiresh Adhvaryu Award Fund A/c.| 10000.00 | College Alc.
Dr. Dhiresh Adhvaryu Award Prize Alc. 1640.00 | Dena Bank Fix Deposit Alc.
Gymkhana Fund Alc. 548264.00 | Ground Development Alc.
Indian Redcross Society 2753.00 | Shri D. M.Desai Award Fund Alc.
Nilraj Family Trust Fund 9000.00 | Prof. J. P. Pandya Award Fund Alc,
Shri D. M.Desai Award Fund Alc. 1001.00 | Prof. T. M. Desai Fund Alc.
Prof. J. P. Pandya Award Fund A/c. 3001.00 | Sports Equipment Alc.
Prof. M. J. Joshi Award Fund A/c. 3500.00 | State Bank Fix Deposit Alc.
Prof. M. J. Joshi Prize Fund Alc. 571.00
Prof. T. M. Desai Fund Alc. 1000.00
Reserve Fund Alc. 473613.50
1066170.30 1066170
Devang Bhatt PROF. D. S. Rathod
SECRETARY CHAIRMAN
FINANCE COMMITEE FINANCE COMMITEE
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